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Easter 2009 Newsletter
Halleluiah, Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Joyous Easter greetings from Cytûn. We trust that these extended notes will be a source of encouragement and an incentive call to prayer on our behalf.
Faith and Order Issues – At this time of rejoicing for the Christian faith it’s good to record that much of Cytûn’s current activity is focused on worship, witness and ministry. 
Working in partnership with the Urdd (Welsh League of Youth) and the UK Police Federation, Cytûn is working on two national services in Cardiff later this year. Both services will be significant national celebrations in the context of Wales and the UK. The Urdd service will strive to rejoice in Wales’ cultural diversity and the Police Federation’s National Memorial Service is always a deeply moving occasion. Cytûn will pray for the families of officers who died in the course of their duties during 2008. Cytûn will also be working with inter-faith partners and the Equality and Human Rights Commission on celebrating the UK Government’s aspirations for an England and Wales Inter-faith Week in the autumn. This work is led by the Reverend Aled Edwards within the staff team.
Under the staff leadership of Rhian Linecar, Cytûn is also looking forward during 2009 to providing a solid platform for the churches’ shared witness at the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show, the Urdd National Eisteddfod and the Bala National Eisteddfod. It’s good to be able to report that the arrangement Cytûn agreed with the National Eisteddfod authorities concerning free ticketing for the opening Sunday worship in the Pavilion worked so well in 2008 that the same arrangement will be made for the Bala Eisteddfod this August. Details of how to get tickets for the service can be obtained from the Cytûn office or from our website. It would be a great help to us if everyone who can do so ordered the tickets on line.

One of our other current projects is seeking to ensure that Wales marks the ‘Edinburgh 2010: Witnessing to Christ Today’ ecumenical event commemorating the key Edinburgh 1910 World Missionary Conference. More information will be available over the next few months.

Ministry is also very much on Cytûn’s agenda. We will be holding a ‘Welcome to Wales’ course this year, by popular demand; it is being planned for November 2009 and arrangements for its publicising to denominations are under way. Working with the Glamorgan Industrial Mission an emphasis is being placed on the importance of chaplaincy in all the areas hit by unemployment. Rhian also continues to focus on Healthcare Chaplaincy matters on behalf of the Free Church Council of Wales and is in the process, in the context of religious education, of gathering information about free church representatives on SACREs. She would be pleased to hear from any free church member who would be willing to sit on a local SACRE on behalf of their denomination should there be a vacancy.
Local ministry provides a constant focus for Cytûn. Members of staff seek to visit and support local groups. Active consideration is now being given to encouraging intermediaries, either as groups or active individuals, to further local ecumenism. Local groups will soon be invited to have a voice on Cytûn’s Enabling Group which will soon be constituted and which will work alongside the Cytûn Board providing advice and strategic direction concerning local and national matters.
Since beginning work for Cytûn in March 2008 on a part time seconded basis, the Reverend Peter Trow has made considerable progress in a number of areas.  The development of support structures for local ecumenical working, especially for the support of local ecumenical partnerships has been a high priority. This work has been progressed by the presentation to and acceptance by the Cytûn Board of a proposal to explore the creation of a National Sponsoring Body. Detailed proposals will be presented to the Cytûn Board and Enabling Group in October 2009.

The development of liturgical and worship resources together with the development of the website as a means of delivery of the material to the churches has made some progress. This has been initially delayed due to early website problems which are being resolved and will be a major component of Peter’s work during the remainder of 2009. Work has also been initiated, working in partnership with the Commission of the Covenanted Churches, on revising key liturgies.
Peter invaluably supported some of Cytûn’s Faith and Order work prior to Rhian Linecar’s appointment and has continued to provide support particularly in convening the Faith and Order Panel of the Commission of Covenanted Churches tasked with producing a major report by November 2009.

Public Issues - Cytûn’s National Assembly Policy Officer, Geraint Hopkins, continues to serve Wales’ faith communities on the Welsh Assembly Government’s Third Sector Partnership Council. The Council at its March meeting considered the current strategy for the management and promotion of Wales’ historic buildings and heritage. There are a number of key pressures to consider at present.  Among them are buildings at risk from changing practice and usage, or insufficient maintenance, such as churches, chapels and community buildings. Conversations have been held between Cytûn, the inter-faith Community and Cadw on how Government might better help churches.
Cytûn and the inter-faith community have been closely engaged with the development of the Draft Consultation on the Single Equalities Scheme, and the Wales Council for Voluntary Action has made its own contribution to the consultation. The Welsh Assembly Government’s draft Single Equality Scheme (SES) sets out how it will be promoting equality and meet its statutory equality duties (disability, race and gender). They will apply the same broad principles to the newly included areas of equality – age, religion or belief, transgender and sexual orientation.  It looks at how they assess the impact of their work on different groups and the actions they will be taking to address that impact over the next three years. 

It should also be noted that the Welsh Assembly Government has been working in partnership with the Welsh Local Government Association, the police service, the Association of Chief Police Officers Cymru, the Equality and Human Rights Commission, and faith groups among others, to develop a Community Cohesion Strategy for Wales. The next stage in the strategy development is to hear the views of interested organisations across Wales. The strategy consultation will run until 6 April 2009. 
Geraint has also followed the development of the compact between the Welsh Language Board, the Welsh Assembly Government, and the Third Sector. ‘The Third Dimension; a strategic action plan for the Voluntary Sector Scheme’ (January 2008) includes the following as one of it targets: ‘Strengthen the third sector’s support for the use of Welsh as a community language through strategic collaboration between the sector, the Assembly Government and the Welsh Language Board.’ It suggests that this is done through the agreement of a compact between the Welsh Language Board, the Welsh Assembly Government and the third sector. This compact pulls together the policies, strategies and agendas of each partner towards a common set of principles and actions. A final version of the compact is currently being drafted by the Welsh Language Board and is expected to be published later in 2009. 
The Welsh Assembly Government wants to reduce the risks to health associated with extreme heat and want to hear views on the draft Heatwave Plan for Wales. All responses received will help shape a finalized Heatwave Plan for Wales.  This Plan sets out arrangements to alert appropriate health, social and other care staff and members of the public (especially vulnerable groups) to the dangers of excessive heat.  It provides guidance for the agencies across Wales involved with:
· heat alerts and warnings; 

· public education; 

· activation of social and health networks; and 

· surveillance. 
Cytûn was also represented at the Heat and Energy Saving in Wales Workshop held in Cardiff at the end of March. On 12th February, the Department of Energy and Climate Change and the Department for Communities and Local Government, launched three Heat and Energy Saving Strategy consultations.
There is another consultation process that may be of interest to the churches. The Equalities and Human Rights Commission Strategic Plan Consultation provides an opportunity for churches to share their views and comment on the proposed strategic priorities that will guide the work of the EHRC and proposed programmes they will undertake. Comments would be well received.
Churches may wish to respond to the current consultation concerning the proposed Legislative Competence Order (LCO) on the Welsh Language issued by the Wales Office. Responses should be sent to the Wales Office, Gwydr House, Whitehall, London, SW1A 2ER by 17th April, 2009.
RNIB Appeal – At the Cardiff National Eisteddfod in 2008, Cytûn and the RNIB entered into a partnership launching a joint appeal hoping to raise sufficient funds to produce the Bible in Welsh Braille. We would encourage our member churches and partners to give generously this Easter to this appeal. It would be encouraging if the £5,192 needed to produce Matthew’s Gospel in Braille could be raised by the Bala Eisteddfod.
Cheques may be sent to the RNIB Cymru, Trident Court, East Moors Road, Cardiff, CF24 5TD. Tel: 029 2045 0440.
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